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. Washington Pe:t aun erhn'j

Washmuton, the" compan'y, 4
run by politicians and held together j
by bureaucrats, suffered through an’
unnerving  payrol} : crisis yesterday -
that virtually shut down some a en-.»
cies and sent thousands of confused
-federal workers home by mid-day. :?

.. As many as 180,000 drea govefn‘

ment workers, pan‘. of an éstimated ;* 3k

500,000 federal ® employes hlt\by

',Presxdent Reagan's - funding : Vetos’
were abruptly furIoughed throughout -
the city after agency:chiefs deter-‘_‘_.;
mined that their government isers”
wcee were “nonessential.”. - ..,

¢-The temporary . lay-offs euse |
Wtdespread confuslon throughout the 4
federal bureaucracy. ‘Some agencies, |
like the 'Pentagon, were untouched
and carried on with business'as usu- |
al. Many others were hit hard; the "
Department of Agnculture, for exst
.ample, sent half employes home

T
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#" Shunned  by" Reagans “actions,
4 'hundreds of workers flooded federa)
crecht uriions, “jammed govemment
-:ethchboards ‘with “questions nbou;
pay and benefits and quickly jx{agled
gor canceled their Monday eppomt-
- ments, meetings and lunch dates.
~% By late’afternoon, much of the
mormng’s confusion and panic had
tu.med .mellow, “even festive,, fot
qome, as Congress moved toward - q

I :

¢ makeshift ‘resolution of the budget!
”conflicty that apparently forestalled:i

i; further problems-until Dec. 15.,Thg '

funexpected “early slide” sudden!y,

i ' meant a chance to rush home “and
*watch & favorite soap opera, get an .

!
: extra drink-or see a movie whﬂa.

2 » Waiting for the commuter bus home; |

i { Before the payroll difficulties had |
"'been eased, the reaction of federai
'workers had ranged from anger b

, ‘some and delight by others at thg !

5 prospect of a few days off before tbe
o 'l‘hanksgwmg holiday. The degree o
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alarm seemed to depend on the state !
of one's finances rather than ‘the
state of the union.

“I'd like a furlough now, I've got. a
lot of house and yard work to do”
said a cheery Marrianne Ahmad, an
employe at the Department of :
Health and Human Services who has i
worked for the govemment for 18

years,

For Rita Vlllella, a wildlife blol-
ogist at the Interior Department, the :
order to go home at 2 p.m. was a -
paycheck-threatening announcement :
that sha. feared could threaten her |
rent payment, Villella, 27, had an-:
other problem with the charactenze- i
tion of her work as nonessential.

“I don't like the way it sounds,”
she said. “I'd like to think we're!
doing some good work here”

Although the budget impasse ben
tween Congress and the president;
had been building all last week, moet.
veteran federal workers — accus-
tomed to yearly budget tugs-of-war :
— assumed  this latest squabble
would be resolved routmely Untxl
)esterday. S -

¥ really didn't think it would get
this far,” said Larry Collins, a De- |
partment -.of Agriculture employe i
who has been a government worker
for 27 years. I figured it would be i

_ resolved by now. The man [Reagan]

made history.”

For federal workers, thet hxshory '
included rumors, contradictory in-
formation, confusion, and the dispir--
ited feeling of being caught in the-
middle of a conflict that was not of.
their._ making. And the situation
dxdnt do, much for govemment,car i

pools, elther

“] can'’t go home ‘yet sa;d one
woman who answered the. telephone |
at the Internal Revenue Service after :

" most-everyone-else in-her office had i

_cleared_out._“The. guy who drove
“today is ‘essential.”
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=:-Walter Okamoto, 39, spent a very|

“dong lunch hour in the basement caf-!
eteria at the Interior Department,
waiting for official word on whether
he was being sent home. The ques-
tion was one.of some urgency since
Okamoto, who injured his leg recent-
ly and is on crutches, was hoping to
“catch a ride with hls van pool back
to Warrenton, Va. = —. - e

“As of noon, they've all been put
on leave without pay, and they’re
iust waiting for me, ea\d the 15-year |
_government veteran, ‘who was fur-
“loughed at 2 pm. .

For " the fedarar workers ‘who
"began streaming out - their offices:
and into the streets between noon
.and 3 p.m., going straight home was.
“not necessaril their first impulse.
" Many hnge on the doorsteps of
- their agencies, uncertain about what
“'to do and wheretogo. - - e

Not everyone had that problem.

“I'm- going to a movie — enther
“'the French sex comedy ot the Italian
sex comedy,” said one employe at.
- the Environmental Protection Agen-
"¢y, who was lookmg forward to the
dey off. - :

‘Delba Durrough was sent home
from the Commerce Depertment at
- noon with the advice to listen to the
-news for information about when. to,
-come back to work. She called.the|
. furlough decision “raunchy”. but was
cooling her anger with plans to “go
Itg)lme and watch ‘General Hospi-|

¢ Low---and - ~mid-level - - workers-
weren't the on!y ones caught off
guard by the sudden furloughs. Sev-
eral of the govemment 8 top officials, | -

dincluding Vice -President. Bush,” di- |
covered they, too, were subject to the
guidelines governing essential and
nonessential business. ...

s Bush had to cancel a scheduled
business trip to New York hecause
of the absence.of operating funds,
and ‘about 75 percent of the vice
president’s. staff was sent home by
nOON. . - . #rliEe R
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